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School of

[ ]I ql :\/ ARCHITECTURE

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS

December 20, 2023

Dear Dr. Mehdi Behtarin,

I would like to express my sincere commendation for the outstanding work you are spearheading in the
municipality of Birjand. Over the past four years, I have had the privilege of collaborating with Dr. Mohammad
Reza Khalilnezhad from the University of Birjand. Our discussions during this period have highlighted the
noteworthy similarities in climate between Birjand and Las Vegas.

From my perspective, your proactive initiatives to expand green spaces and enhance environmental justice
measures across the city are not only forward-thinking but also aligned with various international efforts to
promote health and well-being.

Drawing upon my experience working with government agencies, I appreciate the delicate balance required in
your position. The decision to engage valuable experts and advocate for the inclusion of a landscape counselor
at the University of Birjand, coupled with your support for landscape studies, is a commendable approach to
garner community support.

The remarkable efforts you are leading in Birjand are truly inspiring, and I eagerly anticipate gaining further
insights from my esteemed colleague, Dr. Mohammad Reza Khalilnezhad.

Thank you for your hard work and continued efforts to make positive strides in your community.

Sincerely,

Dak Kopec, Ph.D., MS.Arch., MCHES
Architectural Psychologist and Professor of Design
UNLV School of Architecture

Box 454018 e 4505 Maryland Parkway ® Las Vegas NV 89154-4018
Main: 702-895-3031 e Fax: 702-895-1119



ﬁ Southwest Jiaotong University
¥

RS
N No.111, First Section, North of Second Ring Road
Ié hﬁ A aT

Southwest Jiaotong University Chengdu, Sichuan, P. R. Chma 611756

Chengdu, December 1, 2023
Dear Dr. Mahdi Behtarin,

[ am pleased, as the organizer of the International Meeting on Landscape Issues
that took place at the University of Southwest Jiaotong on November 24, 2023, to award
this Certificate of Commendation to Dr. Mahdi Behtarin, Mayor of Birjand. This
certificate acknowledges his remarkable contribution to the enhancement of the urban
landscape and green spaces in Birjand City.

Dr. Behtarin's innovative leadership and methodical approach to wurban
landscaping, in partnership with the landscape architects from the University of Birjand,
have substantially improved the city's beauty, habitability, and ecological sustainability.

This award is a testament to Dr. Behtarin's extraordinary dedication and efforts
towards creating a city that is more sustainable, aesthetically pleasing, and habitable,
benefiting both present and future residents.

Faithfully yours,

Hpare

Associate Professor, Dr. Majid Amani-Beni

School of Architecture, Southwest Jiaotong University
Chengdu, China

Cell: +86-13001943190

Email: majid@swjtu.edu.cn; amani.majid@gmail.com
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